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UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 07141 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR POWER PLANT FUEL 

1. OBOUSSIER OF EURATOM SUPPLY AGENCY QUERIED RUBIN OF ERDA 
BRUSSELS OFFICE ON US POSITION REGARDING RESHIPMENT OUT OF THE 
COMMUNITY OF NUCLEAR REACTOR FUEL CONTAINING NATURAL URANIUM 
OF US ORIGIN. THE SPECIFIC CASE IN QUESTION IS NATURAL URANIUM 
BEING PROCURED BY KWU IN GERMANY WHICH WILL BE SUBSEQUENTLY 
CONVERTED TO UF6 WITHIN THE COMMUNITY (BNFL OR COMURHEX), 

SHIPPED TO USSR FOR ENRICHMENT, RETURNED TO NUKEM IN GERMANY FOR 
FUEL FABRICATION AND EVENTUALLY SHIPPED TO IRAN FOR USE IN 

ONE OF THE NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS BEING SUPPLIED BY KWU. 

2. OBOUSSIER'S INFORMAL POSITION IS THAT SINCE ORIGINAL MATERIAL 
FROM US IS IN FORM OF NATURAL URANIUM, ITS REEXPORT IN A FINISHED 
FUEL ELEMENT SHOULD NOT REQUIRE ANY APPROVAL ACTION BY ERDA. HE 
POINTS OUT THAT IN THE FUTURE SIMILAR CASES COULD ARISE WITH 
NATURAL URANIUM OF US ORIGIN BEING CONVERTED AND ENRICHED WITHIN 
THE COMMUNITY AND THE FABRICATED FUEL USED IN A REACTOR SUPPLIED 
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EUROPE BUT OUTSIDE OF THE COMMUNITY. 

3. THE QUESTION RAISED BY OBOUSSIER IN NOW WAY RELATES TO 
SAFEGUARDS REQUIREMENTS IN THE COUNTRY WHERE THE FABRICATED 
FUEL ELEMENTS AND NUCLEAR POWER PLANT ARE LOCATED. IT IS 
INTENDED THAT IAEA SAFEGUARDS WOULD BE APPLIED TO ANY COUNTRY 
PROVIDED WITH REACTORS OR FUEL FROM THE COMMUNITY. 

4. OBOUSSIER HAS REQUESTED ERDA BRUSSELS OFFICE TO PROVIDE 
GUIDANCE ON THIS QUESTION AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. MORRIS 
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